








 

 

 
 

 

 

Michael Cogan & Board                            

Maryland State Board of Elections                             

151 West Street                   

Suite 200                       

Annapolis, MD 21401 

RE: Letter of Opposition of Mail-In Ballots  

Dear Michael Cogan and Board of Elections, 

I are writing to express my strong opposition to mail-in ballots for the November election.  

 June 2nd primary election had numerous issues with the mail-in ballots and long lines at single polling 

stations. As an elected official, I am just as concerned for my constituent’s safety during the Covid-19 Pandemic 

but I am also concerned for my constituent’s right to vote. In order to promote fair elections, the Board cannot 

continue the massive closure of polls and early voting centers. With that, the promotion of CDC guidelines needs 

to be followed to keep voters as well as the Election Board volunteers safe.  

 I recommend to call upon Governor Hogan to request the Maryland National Guard to promote the 

regulations/recommendations provided by the CDC during the November Elections. Board of Elections 

volunteers are more than capable to promote CDC regulations while conducting elections at voting polls and early 

voting centers. With the Maryland National Guard to further regulate, the November Elections can be done fairly 

and safely.  

 We have a civic duty to not only promote the voting rights of Maryland citizens but also promote safety 

regulations during this time of uncertainty.  

Thank you for your consideration, 

  

Tony “G” Giangiordano                  

Harford County Councilman, District C   

 

  

Tony “G” Giangiordano 
Council Member, District C 

212 S. Bond Street, Bel Air, Maryland 21014 

(410) 638-3523  

TGiangiordano@harfordcountycouncil.com 



Report on 8/7/2020

Local Boards Mailed Web Delivery Total

Allegany 818 153 971
Anne Arundel 17718 5061 22779
Baltimore City 9404 3303 12707
Baltimore County 20126 5252 25378
Calvert 1949 584 2533
Caroline 291 78 369
Carroll 3697 821 4518
Cecil 1227 397 1624
Charles 3253 953 4206
Dorchester 283 73 356
Frederick 6853 1883 8736
Garrett 276 92 368
Harford 4144 1134 5278
Howard 10521 3442 13963
Kent 435 87 522
Montgomery 30425 14044 44469
Prince George's 13453 5316 18769
Queen Anne's 865 287 1152
Saint Mary's 1815 524 2339
Somerset 331 29 360
Talbot 952 300 1252
Washington 2442 504 2946
Wicomico 1088 319 1407
Worcester 1014 265 1279

Total: 133380 44901 178281

Mail-in Ballot Requests for 2020 Presidential General Election



2020 Primary Election
"Web Delivery" Ballots Received by LBEs for Counting

County Web Delivery Ballots Received Total Number of Ballots Received % Web Delivery
Allegany 96                                                   14,598 0.66%
Anne Arundel 2,684                                             127,138 2.11%
Baltimore City 2,873                                             156,163 1.84%
Baltimore County 2,674                                             197,341 1.36%
Calvert 368                                                 24,048 1.53%
Caroline 38                                                   5,854 0.65%
Carroll 438                                                 43,099 1.02%
Cecil 230                                                 20,095 1.14%
Charles 626                                                 43,427 1.44%
Dorchester 39                                                   6,916 0.56%
Frederick 1,105                                             60,651 1.82%
Garrett 53                                                   6,857 0.77%
Harford 545                                                 58,032 0.94%
Howard 1,841                                             88,835 2.07%
Kent 54                                                   4,887 1.10%
Montgomery 11,363                                           267,583 4.25%
Prince George's 4,690                                             231,669 2.02%
Queen Anne's 142                                                 11,437 1.24%
Saint Mary's 284                                                 20,619 1.38%
Somerset 17                                                   3,958 0.43%
Talbot 169                                                 10,039 1.68%
Washington 276                                                 28,991 0.95%
Wicomico 179                                                 17,943 1.00%
Worcester 189                                                 12,822 1.47%
Total 30,973                                           1,463,002 2.12%
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Title 33 STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS 
Subtitle 02 MEETINGS AND TRAINING 

Chapter 03 Judges' Manuals and Training 
 

Authority: Election Law Article, §§2-102(b)(4), 2-202(b), and 10-206, Annotated Code of Maryland 
 
.04 Judges' Training Sessions. 
A. Election Director to Conduct. 

(1) (text unchanged)  
(2) The training class shall be long enough to cover all of the requirements of the 

State Administrator’s training curriculum and shall include remote and/or hands-on 
practice with any technology that will be used by election judges in a polling place. 

(3) (text unchanged)  
B. (text unchanged)  
 
Explanation: This proposed change allows remote training of election judges.  This will 
help the local boards with training and provide a safer way to conduct election judges’ 
training. 
 
These changes are being proposed as an emergency change.  This means that the changes 
would be effective for the presidential general election (November 3, 2020) only.   

 
Title 33 STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

Subtitle 08 CANVASSING  
Chapter 01 Definitions; General Provisions 

 
Authority: Election Law Article, §§2-102(b)(4), 2-202(b), 11-201, and 11-301, Annotated Code of Maryland 

.02 Board Responsibilities. 

A. (text unchanged)  

B. Constant Presence, Supervision Required. 

(1) The canvass of votes at the counting center shall be conducted [in the presence and] 
under the [direct] supervision of the local board. 

(2) The board shall be present in the counting center when the canvass starts, concludes, 
and for all decisions sessions [throughout each working session of the canvass]. 

Explanation: This proposed change removes the requirement that the members of the 
local board of elections be present at all times during the multi-day canvass.  If adopted, the 
members would be required to be present (via videoconferencing) when the canvass starts, 
when the canvass ends, and for all decision sessions.  This proposed change is identical to 
the changes made for the April 28 and June 2 elections.  The changes do not prohibit a local 
board from being present at other times during the canvass but do not require it.   
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This change is being proposed as an emergency change.  This means that the changes to 
33.08.01.02B would be effective for the presidential general election (November 3, 2020) 
only.  After this election, the requirement for board member participation would return to 
the current regulation. 

Title 33 STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS 
Subtitle 11 ABSENTEE BALLOTS 
Chapter 03 Issuance and Return 

 
Authority: Election Law Article, §§2-102(b)(4), 2-202(b), 9-303, 9-305, 9-306,11-301, 11-302, and 11-304, 

Annotated Code of Maryland 

.06 Return of Ballot. 

A. Date Stamp Return Envelope.  

(1) Except as provided in §(A)(2) of this regulation, whenever [Whenever] an absentee 
ballot is received by a local board office, the election director shall stamp the return 
envelope with the date received. 

(2) For the 2020 Presidential General Election held on November 3, 2020, the election 
director shall: 

(a) Stamp the return envelope with the date received if the local board received the 
return envelope on the day before the election or any day thereafter; and  

(b) Store the return envelopes in a container labeled with the date the ballots were 
received. 

B. – E. (text unchanged)  

Explanation: Because of the number of returned ballots each local board will receive for 
the 2020 Presidential General Election, the requirement to stamp the date received on each 
return envelope is changed.   

• If a return envelope is received two or more days before election day, the local 
board is not required to date stamp the return envelope but it must store the return 
envelopes in a container with a label showing the date the return envelopes were 
received.   

• If a return envelope is received the day before the election, election day, or any day 
after election day, a local board must date stamp each return envelope.   

This change is being proposed as an emergency change and is identical to the changes 
made for the April 28 and June 2 elections.  This means that the changes to 33.08.01.02B 
would be effective for the presidential general election (November 3, 2020) only.  After 
these elections, the requirement to date stamp all return envelopes – regardless when they 
are received – would return. 
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Title 33 STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS 
Subtitle 11 ABSENTEE BALLOTS 
Chapter 03 Issuance and Return 

 
Authority: Election Law Article, §§2-102(b)(4), 2-202(b), 9-303, 9-305, 9-306, 9-310, 11-301, 11-302, and 11-

304, Annotated Code of Maryland 
 
.06 Return of Ballot. 
A. – E. (text unchanged) 
F.  Ballots Returned at a Designated Ballot-Return Location.   

(1) A voter can return a voted ballot at a ballot drop off container outside locations 
that have been designated by the local board to serve as ballot-return locations.   

(2) The ballot drop off container shall: 
(a) Be designed to prevent an individual from accessing voted ballots once 

deposited; 
(b) Include a statement that tampering with ballots is a crime; and  
(c) Include the State Board’s phone number.  

(3) The local board shall retrieve ballots according to procedures issued by the State 
Administrator. 
 
.08 When Ballots Are Timely. 
A. (text unchanged) 
B. In General.  An absentee ballot is considered to have been timely received only if: 

(1) (text unchanged) 
(2) The ballot is received by a polling place before the polls close at that polling 

place on election day; [or] 
(3) The ballot is deposited into a ballot drop off container before the polls close on 
election day; or 
[(3)] (4) (text unchanged) 

C. (text unchanged) 
 
Explanation:  With ballot drop off containers available throughout the State, the proposed 
changes incorporate the ballot drop off containers in the voting process and establishes 
requirements for the ballot drop off container and retrieving voted ballots from the 
container.  The proposed change to Regulation .08 incorporates similar changes to the 
“timely” definition. 
 
These changes are being proposed as an emergency change and are similar to the changes 
made for the April 28 and June 2 elections.  This means that the changes would be effective 
for the presidential general election (November 3, 2020) only, although these changes will 
be later adopted as permanent changes as we expect the ballot drop off containers to be 
used in future elections. 
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Title 33 STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS 
Subtitle 17 EARLY VOTING 
Chapter 05 Election Judges 

 
Authority: Election Law Article, §§2-102(b)(4), 9-102(i), 10-206(g), 10-301.1(h), and 12-106(a), Annotated 

Code of Maryland 

.01 Local Board Employees. 

A. – C. (text unchanged) 

D. Applicability.  

(1) Except as provided in §D(2) of this regulation, [All] all federal and State laws, 
regulations, and procedures that apply to voting during early voting and on election day 
apply to voting at a voting center. 

(2) An employee or board member of a local board is not required to be present at a vote 
center to set up or close down the vote center but shall provide support remotely as needed. 

Explanation: This proposed change means that a representative of the local board does 
not need to be physically present to open or close the vote center but the local board must 
provide remote support as needed.    

This change is being proposed as an emergency change and is identical to the changes 
made for the April 28 and June 2 elections.  This means that the changes to 33.08.01.02B 
would be effective for the presidential general election (November 3, 2020) only.  After this 
election, the requirement for local board on-site support would return. 
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