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Welcome to Lunch and Learn

2

o A service provided by the MD State Board of Elections (SBE) and 
the Division of Candidacy and Campaign Finance (CCF) to assist 
candidates, their advocates and the citizens of Maryland on how 
to operate as a public finance (PF) candidate. 

o Understand the rules of PF and how they differ from a 
traditional / regular candidate committee.

o Understand the mechanics of reporting your transactions into 
MD Campaign Reporting Information System (CRIS).



MD SBE is 
Multiple Websites 
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https://elections.maryland.gov/

o The Main Page

o Business Contribution 
Disclosure System (BCDS)

o Campaign Reporting Information 
System (CRIS)

o Election History & Voter 
Registration Information



Continue to Bookmark This Landing Page
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o In your browser

o Refer back to it 
often.



The 
new 
CRIS
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New Campaign Reporting Information System 
(went live on Fri. Dec. 5)

https://campaignfinance.maryland.gov/login



Latest Public Finance (PF) News 
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o 50 candidates have filed for PF, 3 more pending
o  11 candidates have already qualified 

o Howard (6), Montgomery (4), and Anne Arundel (1)
o    3 candidates have withdrawn from Public Financing.

o Four committees are being reviewed right now.

o Several more are close to filing their initial matching fund report 
(MFR).



Matching Fund 
Report (MFR) 
Schedule
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o Can file on either MFR date 
or a statutory date.

o Different deadlines



What We Will Cover Today
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o Five Things to Learn

o How to File Your 2026 Annual Report – If you will NOT have hit your 
qualifying thresholds OR you don’t want to submit a matching fund 
report just yet.

o Filing Your First Report / Cash Balances
o Non-County Donations
o Getting Help

o Problems Uploading Receipts into new CRIS
o Things That Are Different in new CRIS
o Help Section



1. When to File Your 2026 Annual Report
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o All candidate committees, not just public finance ones, have to 
file their 2026 Annual.
o All transactions through Wed. Jan 14, 2026, at 11:59PM
o 2026 Annual Report is due Wed. Jan. 21, 2026, at 11:59PM

o If you have not met your qualifying thresholds, you still have to 
file. 

This webinar is for those that are already certified / qualified OR want to submit 
your initial matching fund report (MFR)



1. When to File Your 2026 Annual Report

10

o Bottom line: you file your 2026 Annual regardless of where you 
are on qualifying.



1. From Your Dashboard
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o This will show you how many transactions you 
have in the application that have not been filed 
as part of a report

o Includes contributions, expenditures, loans, 
outstanding obligations and public money 
received.

o If this number is not higher than your thresholds 
for qualification than DO NOT FILE a MFR



1. From Your Dashboard
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o If you have outstanding 
financial issues fix those 
before you file.



1. From Your Dashboard
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o Shows All of Your 
Unfiled Reports

o As of 1/20/26 you 
should have only 1 
“unfiled reports”



1. From Your Dashboard
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o Select the 2026 Annual Report



1. From Your Dashboard
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o MISSION CRITICAL

o If you use the Matching Fund Report (MFR) 

o AND

o You do not have the number of donors and money raised from 
the county you could knock yourself out of the program. 



2. Cash Balances – far right of the screen
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o Again, this webinar is for 
those that have NOT reached 
their threshold for Public 
Matching Funds.

o This should be your first filing 
(as a public finance 
candidate) so your balances 
should be zero.



2. Make Sure All of Your Transactions are 
Entered
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o Have You Entered ALL of  
your Transactions

o Add a Transaction



2. Filing Your First Report
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o Far left-hand side 
of dashboard



2. Filing Your First Report
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o From “Go to Filing Screen” 
follow the prompts.



2. Filing Your First Report
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o Use just like you are balancing 
your check book.



2. Filing Your First Report
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o A Final Review and 
then Submit.



2. Filing Your First Report
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o A Final Review and 
then Submit.



2. Filing Your First Report
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o Treasurer and one 
other officer needs to 
sign their report.



3. Receipts for Non county residents
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o SBE asks for receipts from non-county (or non-state for 
Gubernatorial) donors. 

o New CRIS can’t accept non county (non state) right now.

o We will fix that later.
o Will not keep you from getting your matching funds.



3. Receipts for Non county residents
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o Collect the non-county donors. 

o Get their receipts.

o When we have a fix, I will alert you.

o Again: Will NOT keep you from getting your matching funds.



4. How to Learn in new CRIS
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o Filer’s 
Dashboard is 
your friend



4. How to Learn in new CRIS
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o User’s Guide



4. How to Learn in new CRIS
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o On Wed Jan 21st will be 
here to help after hours.

o Previously not done.  



Questions
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Future Lunch and Learns 
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o Mon. Feb. 2nd, Noon.  How to Cure/ Amend / Edit Transactions in new 
MD CRIS

 



CCF Staff Directory
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If you have technical questions call 410-269-2840 (M-F: 8:00AM to 
5:00PM) or email: ccf.sbe@maryland.gov

Allen Norfleet, Director Candidacy & Campaign Finance (CCF)
Allen.Norfleet@Maryland.gov

Kevin Gillogly, Public Finance Program Manager
Kevin.Gillogly@Maryland.gov

mailto:ccf.sbe@maryland.gov
mailto:Allen.Norfleet@Maryland.gov
mailto:Kevin.Gillogly@Maryland.gov
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