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Welcome to Lunch and Learn
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o A service provided by the MD State Board of Elections (SBE) and 
the Division of Candidacy and Campaign Finance (CCF) to assist 
candidates, their advocates and the citizens of Maryland on how 
to operate as a public finance (PF) candidate. 

o Twice monthly program
o Understand the rules of PF and how they differ from a 

traditional / regular candidate committee.
o Understand the mechanics of reporting your transactions into 

MD Campaign Reporting Information System (CRIS).



MD SBE is 
Multiple Websites 
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https://elections.maryland.gov/

o The Main Page

o Business Contribution 
Disclosure System (BCDS)

o Campaign Reporting Information 
System (CRIS)

o Election History & Voter 
Registration Information



Continue to Bookmark This Landing Page
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o In your browser

o Refer back to it 
often.

Not only will there be a new MD CRIS but a new website for SBE. 
Goodbye barbershop poll.



What’s 
Happening 
at MD SBE
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New Business Contribution Disclosure System 
(went live Mon Nov. 10)



What’s 
Happening 
at MD SBE
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New Campaign Reporting Information System 
(will go live Mon Dec. 8)



Latest Public Finance (PF) News 
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o 44 candidates have filed for PF
o   3 candidates have already qualified 

o Howard (1) & Montgomery (2)
o    6 candidates are having their initial matching fund report being 

reviewed. Most ever in a single 2-week period.

o Several more are close to filing their initial matching fund report.



Upcoming Schedule
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https://elections.maryland.gov/campaign_finance/County_public.html



Matching Fund 
Report (MFR) 
Schedule
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o Can file on either MFR date 
or a statutory date.

o Different deadlines



What We Will Cover Today
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o Four Things to Learn

o Getting Ready for new MD CRIS
o Why You Should Enter your transactions now
o What Will Happen During The Transition
o Common Things Candidate Committees Miss



1. Getting Ready for the new MD CRIS
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o Switch over is the first weekend in December.

o Any transactions that are entered into the current MD CRIS will 
migrate over.

o About 40% of you have entered transactions.



2. Why You Should Enter Your Transactions 
Now
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o Avoids a backlog of your transactions.

o Can review your entries to avoid errors.

o Entries will not be public and will not trigger a report being 
filed.



3. What Will Happen During the Transition

13

o During the weekend of Dec. 6 & 7 will be the transition
o Will alert you to the status

o If you are close to filing – Tues. Dec. 2nd MFR date, then 
call me.



3. What Will Happen During the Transition
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o If you do file on Tues. Dec. 2nd MFR date, we have a very 
short window to get everything done.

o Could be good. Could be stuck in limbo.

o Filing in mid-December will get you the public matching 
funds prior to the January Annual Report. 



4. Common Things Candidates Have 
Missed During the Initial MFR submission
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o Using a contribution card / receipt without the proper 
attestations.
o Personal funds
o County resident



4. Common Things Candidates Have 
Missed During the Initial MFR submission
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o Not accounting for payment processing fees
o Doesn’t need to be individual
o Monthly, Weekly Summary



4. Common Things Candidates Have 
Missed During the Initial MFR submission
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These are mostly payment processing fees. Acceptable.



4. Common Things Candidates Have 
Missed During the Initial MFR submission
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4. Common Things Candidates Have 
Missed During the Initial MFR submission
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o Having a party?

o But no expenses?!?! 



4. Common Things Candidates Have 
Missed During the Initial MFR submission
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4. Common Things Candidates Have 
Missed During the Initial MFR submission
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o In-kind donations vs contributions
o Limit is still your county passed limit ($500, $300 or $250)



4. Common Things Candidates Have 
Missed During the Initial MFR submission
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o Loans should have a receipt.

o Does not have to be detailed.



4. Common Things Candidates Have 
Missed During the Initial MFR submission
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Questions
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Future Lunch and Learns 
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o Mon. Dec. 4th, Noon. Saying Goodbye to MD CRIS

o Mon. Dec. 18th, Noon. Welcome to the New MD CRIS



CCF Staff Directory
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Allen Norfleet, Director Candidacy & Campaign Finance (CCF)
Allen.Norfleet@Maryland.gov

Erin W. Dennis, Deputy Director CCF
Erin.Dennis@Maryland.gov

Kevin Gillogly, Public Finance Program Manager
Kevin.Gillogly@Maryland.gov

mailto:Allen.Norfleet@Maryland.gov
mailto:Erin.Dennis@Maryland.gov
mailto:Kevin.Gillogly@Maryland.gov
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