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Genera Information

Election Date
November 7, 2006

Hling | ocation
Maryland State Board of Elections
151 West Street, Suite 200
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-269-2840
1-800-222-8683

Statutary References
Election Law Article, Annotated Code of Maryland:
Title 1 - Definitions and Generd Provisons
Title4 — Politicd Parties
Title 6 - Petitions
Title 9, Subtitle 2 - Voting, Bdlots
Title 13 - Campaign Finance

Contacts:

DonnaJ. Duncan - Petition Informetion
Mary Cramer Wagner - Petition Information
Natasha Walker - Petition Information
Jared DeMarinis - Campaign Finance Information
410-269-2840 or 1-800-222-8683

Web Site:
www.elections.state.md.us
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Important Deadlines
Review the complete Maryland 2006 election calendar for complete list of eection-related dates.

- July 3, 2006
Deadline for candidates to file Declaration of Intent to seek party nomination
- July 7, 2006
Deadline to submit new party petition sSgnature page for advance sufficiency
determination
- August 7, 2006 (see Notice below)
Deadlineto file new party petition, indluding information page

NOTICE: Pursuant to the decison in Maryland Green Party v. Maryland Board of Flections, 377 Md.
127 (2003), candidates affiliated with non-principa politica parties (as of this writing —
Green, Libertarian, Congtitution and Populist) may now be nominated by convention, or
otherwise in accordance with party rules, instead of by petition.

If a new politicd party seeks to have its candidates listed on the 2006 Genera Election
balot and identified on the ballot as candidates of that party, it is recommended that the
petition be filed well before the August deadline, to ensure completion of al necessary
requirements.

The Process of Forming a New Political Party

Any group of registered voters wishing to form a new politica party (a“partisan organization”) may do
0 by filing with the State Board of Elections office:

The partisan organization’ s intent to organize a Sate politica party;

The name of the partisan organization;

The name and signature of the State chairman of the partisan organization,

The names and addresses of 25 regigtered voters, including the State chairman, designated as
theinitia governing body of the partisan organization;

Signatures of 10,000 voters registered in Maryland; and

6. Aninterim conditution and bylaws.

Ea A

o

Information Page

An information page prescribed by the State Board of Elections must be used to provide: the partisan
organization’s intent to organize a Sate politica party, the name of the partisan organization, the name
and sgnature of the State chairman, and the names and addresses of 25 registered voters, including the
State chairman, designated astheinitia governing body of the partisan organization.

Petition Signature Page

A petition signature page prescribed or gpproved by the State Board office must be used to collect the
names, addresses, and signatures of registered voters who support the formation of the new poalitical
party. Each registered voter must sign and provide the information required on the petition form. The
State Board office will supply a specimen petition form, or the form may be printed from the State
Board of Elections webste. The petition sponsor is responsible for producing the quantity needed.
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Advance Deter mination of Sufficiency

A petition sponsor may seek advance determination of the sufficiency of the completed signature page
format. A written request for advance determination must be filed with the State Board of Elections
office no later than Jduly 7, 2006. The State Adminigtrator of Elections will make a determination of
aufficiency within 5 business days &fter receiving the request. The petition sponsor will be notified of the
Adminidrator’s determination within 2 business days after the determination is made.

Petition Signatur e Page Content
Each sgnature page of the petition must contain a statement, to which each signer subscribes, that:
1. Thesgner supports the purpose of the petition; and

2. Based on the sgner’s information and belief, the sgner is a registered Maryland voter and is
eligible to have higher sgnature counted.

Each registered \oter Sgning the petition must provide the following information on the sSgnature page
(al information except the signature must be printed or typed in the appropriate space on the form):

1. Signature (use name as it gopears in voting records, no nicknames);

2. Dae of 9gning (to be vaid, signatures on a new party petition must be obtained within the two
years before the filing dete of the last quaifying Sgnature);

3. Sgne’sprinted full name, asit was Sgned;

4. Sgner's current permanent residence address (including street, house and gpartment number,
town, and zip code). A business address is insufficient, and a post office box address will be
aufficient only if thereis no street and house number for the voter's residence and only if the post
office box address is on record with the eection office. A homeless person can be aregistered
voter even without a residence address, if he or she can show that he or she lives and receives
mal in Maryland. When sgning a petition, a homeless person should use his or her voter
registration address; and

5. Dateof Birth: Each registered voter is asked to include his’her date of birth on the petition. The
date of birth asssts the locd board to identify a voter and to validate the voter' s Signature. If a
voter refuses to provide ayear of birth, the circulator should request month and date of birth. A
sgnature will not be invaidated merely because the date of birth is omitted.

Note: The petition circulator may fill in the information on the petition page, except for Sgnature, only
at the request of the signer.

Only one sde of a petition page may be used for Sgnatures.
A person may not sign a petition for the same political party more than once.

Signatures on a petition page should be of voters resding in the locd jurisdiction identified at the top of
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the page.

Signatures must be affixed to the petition not more than 2 years before the filing date of the last
qudifying Sgneture,

Circulator’s Affidavit

Each signature page of te petition must include an affidavit, completed by a circulaior who is an
individua (not abusiness or organization), Sating thet:

1. Allidentifying informetion provided by the circulator is true and correct;
2. Thecirculator persondly observed each signer as Sgning the page; and

3. Based on the circulator’s best knowledge and bdlief, each signature on the page is genuine and
each Sgner isaregistered voter at the address listed.

The circulator must Sign and date the affidavit, but should wait until after al petition sgners have sgned
and dated the page. Any signature on the page that is dated after the circulator’ s affidavit isinvalid.

A petition circulator must be at least 18 years old when any signature covered by the affidavit is placed
on the petition. Maryland law does not require the petition circulator to be a registered voter or a
Maryland resdent.

Number of Signatures

The petition must contain the signatures of 10,000 voters registered in Maryland.

It is recommended that the petition be sSigned by at least 20% mare vaters than the number

required, Since past experience suggests that a substantial number of signatures may be

invaid. Notice: Injurisdictions where resdents move frequertly, the invdidity rate may be
higher.

Removal of Signatures
A dgnature may be removed from the petition by:

a. The dgner, if the State Board of Elections receives a written gpplication from the signer
before the page containing the Sgnatureisfiled; or

b. The circulator or petition sponsor, if it is concluded that the Sgnature does not satisfy the
requirements of the law.

A sgnature removed by the circulator or sponsor may not be included in the number of sgnatures stated
on the information page.

Filing the Petition

At the time of filing, the sgnature pages must be sorted by the residence county of the signers. The
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information page and the petition Sgnature pages mugt be filed in person with the State Board of
Elections office at 151 West Street, Suite 200, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. The petition filer must
include on the information page a breakdown, by county, of the number of petition pages and number of
sgnatures.

The State Board of Elections office will issue to the petition filer areceipt for petition pages submitted.
Deadlineto File Petition

The information page and petition signature pages containing a least 10,000 vaid sgnatures must be
filed with the State Board of Elections office not later than August 7, 2006.

NOTICE: If anew party seeksto have its candidates listed on the ballot and identified on the balot as
candidates of that party, it is recommended that the petition be filed well before the August deadline, to
ensure completion of al necessary requirements.

These post-petition steps for new party and party candidate qudification must be completed in sufficient
time for bdlot printing: verification of sgnatures, organizationd meeting; adoption of conditution and
bylavs, review of the foregoing by the Attorney Generd’s office; and certification of new party
candidates as the new party’s nominees for the Genera Election.

Verification of Signatures

Unless the State Board of Elections authorizes use of random sampling procedures, the local board of
elections gaff must review each name on every signature page sent to the local board and indicate which
names are valid (that is, names of duly registered Maryland voters) and which are invaid. The locd

board of dections &ff is aso respongble for examining the format of each Sgnature page to verify that
legd reguirements have been met.

The State Board of Elections office will transmit to a loca board of eections the pages that were
designated by the petition filer as containing Sgnatures of persons residing in that locd jurisdiction.

If aggnatureis deemed invdid, that sgnature one will be disdlowed, and the disallowance
will not affect or impair any other portion of the petition page.

Within 20 cdendar days after the petition is filed, the loca boards of dections must complete the
verification, summarize the results on the New Politica Party Petition Verification Form, and notify the
State Board of Elections of the results.

The State Board will determine the sufficiency of the sgnatures on the entire petition, based on the
verification reports submitted by the loca boards of eection.

Within 2 business days after completion of the verification process, the State Board of Elections will
notify the partisan organization's State chairman, in writing, of the results of the petition verification and
whether the number of valid sgnatures identified is sufficient or insufficient to meet the requirements for
qudification as anew palitica party in Maryland.

If, after the verification of signatures, the petition does not contain a sufficient number of vaid sgnatures,
additiona signatures may be filed, aslong as they are submitted before the petition deadline. Additiona
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sgnatures may aso be filed before the completion of the verification process, as long as the deadline has

not passed.

Any Sgnature on the origind petition filing or any supplementd filing will be invalid if it was affixed more
than 2 years before the filing date of the last qualifying sgnature.

Prohibitions - Election Law Article, Section 16-401

A person may nat willfully and knowingly:

a

h.
i.

j.

Give, trandfer, promise, or offer anything of vaue for the purpose of inducing another
person to Sgn or not sign any petition;

Requedt, receive, or agree to receive, anything of vaue as an inducement to sign or not to
ggn any petition;

Misrepresent any fact for the purpose of inducing another person to sign or not to sgn any
petition;

Sign the name of any other person to a petition (except when asssting someone with a
disahility);

Fasfy any sgnature or purported signature to a petition;
Obtain, or atempt to obtain, any signature to a petition by fraud, duress, or force;

Circulate, cause to be circulated, or file with an dection authority a petition that contains any
fase, forged, or fictitious Sgnatures,

Sign a petition that the person is not legdly qudified to Sgn;
Sign a petition more than once; or

Alter any petition after it isfiled with the dection authority.

Organizational Procedure

1. Within 90 days after the date of the filing of the lagt quaifying Sgnature on its petition, the
governing body of the new party must hold an organizationa meeting to adopt an interim
congtitution and bylaws to direct the affairs of the party.

2. The person desgnated on the information page as the State charman of the partisan
organization must convene the organizationd meeting. This individua shal preside as president
pro tem until party officers are eected.

3. The interim condtitution and bylaws must be filed with the State Board of Elections within 30
days after adoption by the governing body.

Thelnterim Congtitution
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The interim condtitution and bylaw must provide for:
1. Such matters asin the opinion of the party are necessary for the proper conduct of party affairs;
2. The sdlection of a State governing body;

3. Thecdling of regular meetings, advance natification of meetings, and specid notice for pecid
mestings,

4. The egablishment of a quorum;

5. A method for amending the party’ s congtitution and bylaws;

6. Proceduresfor the nomination of party candidates for General Elections,
7. Proceduresfor filling avacancy in anomination for public office; and

8. The adoption of rules governing the party.

Within 30 days after the adoption or amendment of a condtitution, bylaw, or rule, the party shdl file a
copy with the State Board of Elections office.

If anew political party decides to form loca central committees, the party shdl notify the State Board of
Elections of the number and size of the loca centrd committees within 6 months after the dete the party
became a recognized politica party.

Refer to Election Law Article, Section 4-204 for more details on congtitution and bylaws.

Nomination of Party Candidates

Pursuant to the decison in Maryland Green Party v. Maryland Board of Flections, 377 Md. 127
(2003), candidates affiliated with non-principa political parties may now be nominated by
convention, or otherwise in accordance with party rules, instead of by petition.

If anew politica party seeks to have its candidates listed on the 2006 Genera Election
balot and identified on the balot as candidates of that party, it is recommended that the petition
be filed well before the August deadline, to ensure completion of al necessary requirements.

A candidate seeking nomination by the party will be required to file the following:

The Declaration of Intent to seek party nomination (no later than July 5, 2006)

Proof of nomination

Thefiling fee

Evidence that the individud hes filed a financid disclosure statement with the State Ethics
Commisson (no later than 5 p.m. on August 7, 2006)

A separate form establishing a campaign finance entity, or evidence that a campaign finance
entity has previoudy been established

Ea A

o

Loss of Statusas a Political Party
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A new political party retainsits Satus as a politica party:

1. Until December 31 in the year of the second statewide Generd Election following the party’s
qudification; or

2. If the party nominated a candidate for the highest office on the balot in a Satewide Generd
Election and the candidate received at least 1% of the total vote cast for that office, until
December 31 in the year of the next Genera Election; or

3. If the State voter regigtration totas, as of December 31, show that a least 1% of the State's
registered voters are affiliated with the political party, until the following December 31.

The State Board of Elections office shdl promptly notify the State chairman of a group that loses its
datus asapoliticd party.

NOTICE: The political party that loses its recognized status may, & any time provided for filing a
petition, regain its recognized status by following the procedures for forming anew politica party.

Compliance with Maryland Campaign FinanceLaw - Title 13
Requirements for Establishing a Politica Party Centra Committee:

The palitical party must file a Statement of Organization cresting the central committee with the State
Board when the new party petition process has been completed and the party congtitution and bylaws
are gpproved. The centra committee requires naming a Chairman and Treasurer. The centra
committees must be established before the State party organization engages in any financid activities.

Reporting Respongibilities

A centrd committee must report like any other campaign finance entity. In 2006, the campaign finance
reports are due on January 18, 2006, August 15, 2006, September 1, 2006, October 27, 2006 and
November 28, 2006. Additiondly, the State party committeeis required to file and maintain a current
verson of its condtitution and by-laws with SBE.

Contributions and Transfers:

Campaign contributions to the central committee are subject to the $4,000/$10,000 contribution limits.
It can receive transfers up to $6,000. However, contributions to a central committee for strictly
adminidrative purposes are unlimited, and must be identified in the campaign finance reports as such.
The contributor must eermark the contribution for adminigrative purpose only and the centra committee
is required to segregate adminidrative funds from its other campaign funds.

A centrd committee can only transfer to another campaign finance entity up to $6,000. It can make a
coordinated campaign contribution to party candidates in the amount of $1 for every 2 registered voters
as of January 1 of the preceding gubernatorid eection.

Associated documents
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Forms and informaion can be obtaned from the State Board of Elections web dgte
www dections date md.us.

DOD\forms\O5update\ SBE-6-201-1a Rev. 07/2005
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